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Lewj-stown, MT 5 9457

May 20, L995

Environmental Quality Council, capj-toI Building, Herena s9620
Dj-rector's office, Dept. of Health and Environmental sciences
Mont.ana DepL. of Fish, Wildlif e and parks

Resource Assessment
Fisheries Division
Parks Division
Regj-ona1 Supervisors

State Library
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Cent.er

P.O. Box 1184, Helena, Montana 59624
Janet E11is, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helena,
59624
George Ochenski, Government Affairs and

P.O. Box 589, Helena, MT 59524
Tony Jewett, Montana Wildlife Federation,
s9524

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Consulting

P.O. Box 1-l-75, Helena, MT

An Environment,al Assessment (EA) has been prepared for t.he
Cutler property acquisition and development at Big Spring Creek
near Brewery Flats Fishing Access Site, Lewistown, Montana.

The scope of t.he proposed project has been determined to be
suf f icient to initiate the H.B. 495 (Section 23-1--110,MCA) process.
Both the Montana Environmental Policy Act and H.B. 495 report
considerations are included in the following document. The
specif ic it.ems required in H. B. 495 are ident.if ied on the EA
checklist. and addressed in the comments of those respective
sections.

Any questions or comments on this project. should be addressed
to the undersigned by July 1, L996.

Sincerely>

k"-=w"
Fisheries Division
MFWP
(405) s38- 4558
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Montana Department of Fish′  Wildlife and Parks
PoO. Box 200701

1420 East Sixth Avenue′  Helena MT  59620-070■

Division/Bureau Fisheries Division

Project or Application Cutler propertv, annex to Brewery Fl-ats Fishinq Access Site
Description of Project This site has been select.ed by the deoartment as a needed
addition to the Fishinq Access Site svstem. This site is intended t.o accommodate
anqlers and provide fLoatinq access to Biq Sorinq Creek

POTENTIA], IMPACT ON PHYSICAI ENVIRONMENT

Comments on
Major Moderat,e Minor None Unknown at.tached pages

Terrest.rial and aquatic
life and habitats
Water quality, quantity
and distribution
Geology & soil quality,
stability and moist.ure
Vegetation cover,
quantiEy and quality
Aesthetics
Air Quality
Unique, endangered,
fragile, or limited
environmental resources
Demands on environmental
resources of land, water
air and energiy
Hist.orical and archaeo-
logical sites
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HB 495

HB 495
Site
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1. Social structures
and mores

2. Cultural uniqueness
and diversity

3. Local and state tax
base and tax revenue

4. Agricultural or
industriaL product j-on

5. Human health

5. Quantity and distri-
but.ion of communit,y
and personal- income

7. Access to and qualiEy
of recreational and
wilderness act.ivities

8. Quantity and distri-
but.ion of emplolrment.

9. Dist.ribut.ion & density
of population & housing

10. Demands for government
services

11. Industrial- and
commercial activity

L2. Demands for energy

13. Locally adopted
environmental plans
and goals

14. TransporEation networks
and traffic flows

15. Site Specific
Modification System
WIdC

Other groups or agencies conta
which may have overlapping jur
Individual or groups contribut
Recommendation concerning pre

POTENTIAI IMPACTS ON HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

commencs on
Major Moderate Minor None Unknown attached pages

HB 495

HB 495

HB 495

f EIS

PER prepared by Anne Tews

Date Mav 6′_1996
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E}WIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

ACQUISITTON OF A FISHING ACCESS SITE ON BIG SPRING CREEK
rN LEI{ISTOWN MONTA}IA

Prepared by
Montana Department of Flsh, WildLife and parks

April 12, 1995

qeneral P!,rrpose: The 197? Montana Legislature enacted stacute g7-1_-605 whichdirects the Montana Departmenc of Fish-, wildlife and parks (MFWP) t.o acquire,develop and operate a system of fishing accesses. The legisiation establishedan earmarked fund-ing account to ensure that this function wLuId be accomplished.Acquisition and devel-opment of this site at Lewistown wilI continue to'provideaccess to Big Spring Creek for angJ-ers and other recreationaL users.

I. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

A. Location of the property

The proposed Fishing Access Site is located on O.L7L acres of property inTownship L5 North, Range LB East., Section 23 (Fergus County) ac a cost of $ssO.This propert.y is Located adjacent to Ash Streei in Lewistown Montana. SeeAppendix A for Ehe exact site survey and Appendix B for the general area map.

rf this site is acquired it would ensure that public access would continue at thesite. It is a traditional public access on a railroad right of way. The right-of-way has been purchased by a group of individuals, s-o if thi; site is notpurchased by FWP, public access may 6e 1ost.

B. Need for the ActLon

The total estimated. fishing pressure in Montana for L993 was 2,300,7G3 anglerdays. rn 1995 fishing Access Site program had 312 sites distributed across thestate in all major drainages. This program is an essential component offisheries management in Montana because a :-irge percent,age of the angier use isachieved through these sites.
The estimated fishing pressure on Big Spring Creek was ]-2,3GO angler days in
1993.

The Department operat-e-s Fishing Access Sites ac Brewery Flat.s (immediately
upstream) and at carroll Trail (approximately 4 miles downitream) . The propose-dFishing Access Site would be an annex Eo tha Brewery Flats site and pr-ovibes ahistorical- access for anglers and floaters.
C. Scope of Acquisition and Development

Acquisit,ion of the 0.LTL acres of property adjacent. to Big Spring Creek is beingproposed for incorporat,ion into the Department,'s Fishing accesi Site programlAcquisition of this property is intended to provide public access and accommodateangler use of Big .spring Creek. This acEion wi-tt eventually require sigeprotection (fencing) and signing. The current ent.rance road aria pairing area
should be adequate for intended use, but may need to be graveled i-n tne f[ture.This act,ion is minor and not an undertaking.

II. IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

Please review the at.tached checklist. Since t,he proposed acquisition is int.endedfor the sole purpose of providing a developed angler acceis to the river, the



impacts of currently planneci deveiopment, are included in the EnvironmentalAssessment..

A. Impacts to the physical Environnent

5. Aesthetics

H.B. 495 requires consideration of the site, s capacity fordevelopment. Site aesthetics wirr not be appreciably-damaled bythis project, since onty site fencing and perhaps graveling or tnlparking 1ot. are the onl_y planned improvements.

9. Histori.cal and Archeoloqical Sites

This project is very minor and is not an undertaking. Historical and
archeologicar sites will- not be impacted with the amount. of
development planned at this ti.me.

B. Impacts on the Human Environnent

6. Ouantitrr and Distribution of Cornsrunity and Personal Income
495 Recruirement - Tourism

- II .8.

■0

See the section below entitled, "Commercial Act j-vity.',

Access to and Oualitv of Recreational Activities.
Activities at this traditional access may be rest.ricted if the site
is not purchased by Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Dernands on Government services -- H.B 495 Requirement - tonq Ranqe
Maintenance of the Improvements.

This site is immediately adjacent to the existing maintained Brewery
FLat,s Fishing Access Sit.e. Maint.enance for litter removal and weed
control should not exceed $200 annually.

Coguercial Activity -- H. B. 495 Requirement - ImpacE on Tourism11.

This acquisition and construction project proposal should maintain
the site aesthetics and will have negligible impacEs on t.he 1ocal
economy or human distribution. This projecE will simpLy make river
access more convenient for the angling public. The sit.e project is
not large enough to constitute a major att.raction.

15. H.B. 495 Requi.rement - Describe how thi-s proiect relates to the
entire Fishinq Access Site systen, as a whoIe.

This project is minimal in scope and is therefore within t,he
conservative intent of the entire syst.em. There is nothing being
proposed at t.his site that could be interpret,ed as a divergence from
past management.

Strat.egic PLanning accomplished by the Department of Fish, Wild1ife
and Parks during L992 has set five goals. Goal B is to "Provide
increased opportunit.ies for public enjoyment of fish, wildlife and
parks resources while maintaining our commitment Eo improve
landowner-sport.sperson relations. " The Fishing Access Site projecE
is intended to accomplish this goal of providing expanded
opportunity.

DLscussion and Evaluat:Lon of Reasonable AlternatiweIII.

1)The l:No Actioni= A■ ternative
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t.he CuEler property is not. acguired the following situat.ions are 1ike1y
occur.

- the recreational use l-evel of this reach of river may be reduced ifthis tradit.ional public access is closed off by a new 1and owner.

- Access to this point of Big spring creek will be dependent uponprivate landowners and could be closed at any time.
- possible decline in angler and floaEer use in historical areas, if

this t.raditional access is closed to the public.
2) The Proposed Alternatlve
The Cutler Site acquisition is an effort to provide site facilities ar, aresponsible management. leve]. The projecL will- result i-n t.he following.
- continued use a tradiEional access which may be closed off due to

transfer of railroad lands

- a responsible 1eve1 0f management, of t.he site, including noxious
weed and lit,ter management.

- Angler and float,er use at historical leve1s.

Environnental Assessment Conclusi.ons Section

1) Is an EIS required? No

This review has clearly demonstrat.ed that the impact,s associatedwith this project are not significant. The neE resurt of the
proposed action is to maintain existing posit.ive factors to the
human and physical environment.

Describe the level of public involvement.. H.B. 495 requirement,s of
st.atewide advertising do not pertain to acquisitions.
Legql not.ices will be placed in the Lewistown newspaper, the Great,
Fa11s Tribune, and the Helena Independent Record.

Duration of comment will extend Eo July 1, 1998.

Name, Title address and phone number of person Responsibre for
Preparing Ehe EA Document,

Anne Tews
Fisheries Biologisc
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
524 NE Washington Street.
Lewist,own, MT 59457 (406) 538-4558
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